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12th Annual Festival Latino Slated Sept. 29

-  September 17, 2007

LEE -  The  12th  annual  Festival  Latino  of  the  Berkshires  kicks  off  Saturday,  Sept.
29,  at  11  with  the  VFW-sponsored  Hometown  Parade  down  Main  Street  in  Lee.
The parade,  part  of  Founders  Day  events,  will  feature  the  award -winning  dance
company  Estampas  Folkl—ricas Mexicanas,  from  Bronx, N.Y.  

The  celebration  follows  from  4  to  9  p.m.  at  First  Congregational  Church  Park  on
Main  Street  (Exit  2  off  I -90).  Residents  and  visitors  will  be  able  to  experience
Latino  culture  through  dance,  music  and  food  representing  a range  of  countries.
Estampas  Folkl—ricas Mexicanas  will  perform  four  times  throughout  the  evening.  

Dance  troupes  and  ballets  will  perform  at  the  park  as well,  including  Ballet
Folkl—rico Perœ, a Peruvian  group  from  New  York  City;  El Hornero,  Uruguayan
dance  group  from  New  Jersey;  Ensueno  Latino,  a renowned  Latin -American  ballet
from  Connecticut;  Venedance,  a Venezuelan  folk  dance  group;  Xtravaganza  Latin
Dance  Company  from  Springfield;  Rumba  Kids  -  Springfield  Dance  Studio,  from
Springfield;  Multicultural  Youth  Dancers  from  the  Berkshires;  and  other  Berkshire
Latino  artists,  such as Mighty  Mouse  and  the  Stray  Cats,  a Latin  pop  band.  

Festival  Latino  concludes  with  a dance  at  9:30  p.m.  at  BogieÕs, 935  S.  Main  St.,
Great  Barrington.  An  ID  is  required.  Live  dance  music  will  be  provided  by  Pablito
y  su Avalancha  from  New  York  City,  offering  tunes  for  salsa,  cumbia,  merengue,
bachata  and  regeton.  A mariachi  show  is  slated  at  midnight.  The  $20  cover
charge  will  help  defray  the  expenses  of  producing  the  festival.  

Festival  Latino  pays  tribute  to  Hispanic  Heritage  Month,  held  from  Sept.  15  to
Oct.  15.  The  month  is  recognized  nationally  and  integrated  into  the  curriculum  of
many  schools  across  the  country,  helping  develop  ethnic  literacy  and  fostering
pride  in  culture.  Staff  and  students  at  schools  throughout  the  Berkshires  are
invited  and  encouraged  to  attend  with  their  families.  

The  festival  will  also  hold  a raffle.  Top  prizes  include:  firstprize:  Dell  Notebook
($500  value);  second  prize:  Pine  Cone  Hill:  The  Home  Store  Gift  Certificate
($300  value);  and  third  prize:  four  tickets  to  Ballet  Folkl—rico at  the  Colonial
theater  ($140  value).  

The  event  is  free  and  open  to  the  public,  but  donations  are  gladly  accepted.
Alcoholic  beverages  are  not  permitted.  

The  Festival  Committee  seeks  vendors  interested  in  selling  ethnic  dishes  or
crafts,  as well  as Latino  artists  interested  in  performing.  Volunteers  to  help  plan
next  year's  celebration  are  always  welcome.  For  information,  contact  Liliana
Ortiz -Bermudez  at  413 -243 -3961,  or  Ruth  Boorady  Bloom  at  413 -232 -0223.  
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